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EVENTS THIS MONTH
APIARY MEETINGS

SUNDAYS 12th. and 26 th. June
As usual at 2-30 p.m.

SURREY BKA TRAINING DAY

FRIDAY 3 rd. June
Contact Serena Fraser on 01372 464885 for details of this whole day event or see Beecraft's
calendar page; rather lafe now but there may still be vacencies.

ARDINGLY SHOW

91h. - {0th. and 11 th. June
Too late now to enter the honey classes at this show but worth a visit as it is one of the
major ones in the South East.

BASIC BEEKEEPING EXAM
David Shepherd is giving instruction for this at 2 p.m. before our apairy meetings, so if you
wish to take this test come early and find out more. There is a fee to pay for the exam.
OUT APAIRY SITE
Quite a few of our members are un-able to keep their bees at home and we are nearly out of

space for them at Hartley Down but have now found a suitable site near Selhurst Railway
Station so if this is of interest to you contact Mark Stott

COUNTY ARCHIVIST

Petar Ashley, who has held this post for many years wishes to retire and to date Surrey BKA
has not found a replacement so an appeal again for someone to take over the task, if you
think you might be able to help contact our county secretary, Sandra Rickwood -
-01932 244326 who can explain what is involved to keep the archive up to date.




COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Continuing an introduction for those who are not familiar with them following lasts month's about
our 'trustee” here is one for Mark Stoft, our chairman:

Why Beekeeping?

I am sometimes asked why I took up beekeeping. Partly it seemed like a natural
extension of my interest in gardening. I enjoy the challenge as each year the bees
respond to the differing conditions. We as beckeepers are left trying to understand
what the bees are planning to do next and how we should respond. Also, in a world
where everyone scems to be in a hurry. Beekeeping is one area where we are forced
slow down and to follow the nature’s timetable. At the same time the routine of
inspections can be accommodated into working life.

I joined the Croydon Division in Spring 2007, attending the meetings, which that at
the time were held on a Thursday evening, Tn June of that year I acquired my first
swarm of bees. AsIlive Thornton Heath, and our garden is relatively small I decided
to keep my bees on my allotment. Starting with one hive the next year I split this hive
into two and then in into four. Realising that things could soon get out of hand, I took
the decision to limit myself to around four hives.

In 2008 I attended David Rudland’s winter course in Purley and during the summer of
2008 I was able to take the BBKA basic exam at the Hartley Down Apiary. The
following winter I was part of a small study group preparing for the BBKA theory
modules and took two modules in the spring of 2009. Taking a gap in 2010 I then
took two more modules this spring.

In 2009 John Collett indicated that after several years service he felt it was time to
stand down as Chainman of the Division. It was suggested that I might like to take
over the role. While I had some reservations about a beginner like me taking on such
arole, I have been able to rely on the support of the rest of the committee.

Borat-style Bntam

SIR - I have news for the Kazakh dJrector '

Erkin Rakishev (report, December 9} -
People in ‘England do drink donkey’s o

urine, }’s pumped full 6f carbon dmxnde, B

chilled to toqthunumbmgly cold

temperatirres and served in pubs under

the name lager, :

John Brandon

Tonbridge, Kent ~ -~

HONEY JARS

Members who wish to order some soon may find it best to let us know SO we can make a
bulk order and get the best price possible. Richard Snelling has done this in the past for a
few of us so contact him.

GARDEN MEETINGS

So far no volunters for any of these always pleasant afternoons, if you can host one please
let Joyce Atkinson know 0208 657 2817
There wili be an extraction meeting, date yet to be fixed.
Also a barbecue at the apiary, date yet to be fixed.




CROYDON HONEY SHOW
SATURDAY 1 st. October

If you are hew to beekeeping or have never entered our honey show before have a go this
YEAR. You do not need bees or your own honey to enter the cake or biscuit classes so start
with these:-

HONEY CAKE RECIPE
7 oz. self raising flour, 6oz. honey, 4 oz. butter, 2 eggs, 6 oz. sultanas,4 oz. glace cherries.

Method : Cream butter and honey, beat eggs and add flour, then fold in cherries and sultanas.
A little milk can be added if necessary. Bake in a buttered tin 8-5 to 7-5 ins. diameter for
approximately 1-25 hours in a moderate oven.

TP

Do not add any exiras i.e. sugar on top - keep to the recipe and size of tin; the stronger the
honey tastes the better.

HONEY CRUNCH BISCUITS, 6 OF

2 oz. butter, 2 oz. plain flour, 1 tbsp. honey, 2 oz. granulated sugar, 3 oz. rolled oats, 1 tsp.
bicarbonate of soda. Melt honey and butter together. Remove from heat and add bicarbonate of
soda. In a bowl put flour, cats and sugar, mix in the liquid mixture and allow to coo! slightly. Put
knobs of mixture onto a greased baking sheet and flafien slightly. Bake at gas mark 4 350 'F
jl_?F()) 'C' for approximately 15 minutes. '

Make sure the biscuits are crisp and shap when bent, they must taste of honey.

TIPS - courtesy of Frank Castrique.

Now is the time to practise and give your family a treat or take some to an apiary meeting 'for
another opinion when we have tea at the end of the afternoons there.

NATIONAL HONEY SHOW
OCTOBER 27 th. to 28 th.

Not very far away, Weybridge, so another opportunity to try your skills against country wide
beekeepers perhaps, but there are classes for just Surrey where you can help Croydon to
win some cups.

DID YOU KNOW?

That marmalade, undisputed king of millions of breakfast-tables, got its name from marmelo or
quince? It was the food loving Romans who first invented the original preserve, making it from
ripe quinces, honey and sweet white wine boiled for up to three or four hours. This confection,
with only slight variations remained popular for centuries, with oranges coming into the picture
during the late seventeenth century.

Only then were the rather bitter quinces dropped in favour of pippin apples (to provide the jelly),
with orange rind 'boiled tender and cut into narrow slices’. This cut rind technique remains the
basis of marmalade to this day, but it took about another hundred years, until about 1790,
before orange and sugar marmalade, vatied only occasionally with lemons, became popular

and widespread.

The world's first marmalade factory was not in fact opened until the year 1797, in Dundee,
Scotland, still the home of good marmalade. Adults who find jam or syrup too sweet on rice or
other milk puddings should try a spoonful of marmalade instead.




MORE ABOUT HONEY SHOWS IN CROYDON

As you may see from this copy of an early beekeeping journal there is long

history of honey shows held by our division, some 100 years although | believe there was

a break most likely due to the 1939 war which | believe lasted until the 1970's when our
secretary of that time, Michael Coward, revived it. Since then we have an unbroken record
of annual shows often with over 100 entries, when a Blue Ribbon is awarded which entitles
its winner to free entry to the National Honey Show and adds to the satisfaction of our show

secretary, so please help this to happen this year.Also during this period we have added

three silver cups fo the existing N.T.Haines cup, it would interesting to know more about

Mr. Haines, so if you can please let me know.

Dec., 1910'

THE - BEE- KEEPERS’

: REOORD

ORAYI‘ORD B.X.A.
' ANNUAL MEETING.

The annual meeting of the Crayford
and District Bee-keepms’ Association was
held on Novemher 11 in the Girls’ School,

Mr. E. R. Stoneham presidirig. The re-.

port. and balancesheet, which - were
adopted, showed that the receipts for the
past year totalled £27 18s. 7d., and .the
‘expenditure £25 17s. 1id,,
balance of £1 18s. 53d. M. E. R‘Etone-

ham was. unanimously re-elected presi-

dent, and BMr. J. M. Bates secrstary.
Messrs, G. P, Baker, A. M. Fleet, -A,
Dewey, H, Lane, and J. Roper wers
elected vice-presidemts, while Mr. G.
Judge and Mr. J. T. Smiles were ap-
pomted representatives -on the B.B.K.A.
Council. Several changes in the personnel
of the council were made, and the follow-
ing were . elected: Mrs, Bimms, Miss

Smiles, Messrs. J. E. Bmiles, Q. Bryden,_

F. . Firmin, W. Ashdown,
Barnes, and W. Abrahams.

Smiles rezd an _instructive paper on
“ Hive-Construction,” and an interesting

discussion ensued ~(Gommumcafed )

U}:ton,

CROYDON B.K.A.

On Sept. 7 the Horniman Hall, Croydon,.

presented an animated appearance on the
oceasion of the honey show.  The tiered

. stands used for the first time, the varied’
" arrangements of the tables, and the splen-

did assortment of plants and flowers, pro-
vided by Mr. T. Brown, all cambmec{’
enhance the general attractivoness. Mrs.
Seadon, of Bromley, had a fine display of
hives and appliances, and Messrs, Gamage
also put in a first appealance with sample
goods,

Among the *not for competition- ex-
hibits was' a collection of apicaltural .

photos by Mr. A. D. Horn; wax-extractor
and other items by Mr, Al Wakerell; an
imposing _ display” of honey by Mus.
Seadon; and a queen, who accidentally
hung herself, by Mr. Silver.

. Mr. W. Herrod acted ss judge, and
m'\de the following awards: -

MEMBERS’ CTLASSES.

Trophy or Dzspla y of Honey—E. R,

Seadon, Bromley.
Four’ Sections of . G‘omb Honey, fwm
. hives located within three miles of Croy-
~ don Town Hall-—lst, G. T. Horn, Croy-
-~ don; ond, Al B, Barnes, Anerley, 3rd,
- d. Dottetldge, Croydon. :

Siw Sections of Oomb Honey, Iocated.

'mzts:de the .three-mile radius—F. .
_ Walts, I. Courtenay Wells, and A, Wood
exhibited -some excellent sections, but

* - the judge dlsquahﬁed the whole chss asr
) ovel-laced : . I

leavmg a

Foul llb -Jors of Ea:ﬁ'racted H;me_],
Jrom Bives within threé miles of . Groydon
Town Hall: —lst J.-F. L. White, Elmers .~

End; 2nd, G. ‘Webb, .Croydon; 3rd,
A. B, Balnes Anelley, h. ¢y R y:.__C. ,H. :
Buxton, ‘l‘hornton Heath, . a0 00

8tz 1-1b.. Jars. of Light- colomed Em- :
tracted Honey.~lst, A. Wood, Mitcham . ..
Junetion End B P (VR P Wlnte, 3rd' Ea
W. G, F.-Webb; h.c.,’A. . Barnes. *:3':'.‘-.*_:
- Sizm 1-th.- Jars of Medmm-coioured E:c-_ .

tracted Homey.—lst, W.. &, ° F. Webb; -~
2nd,; "H. '_I‘obutt “’al]mgton, 3rd A E L

. Barnes

Four 1-lb. Jars Dark coloured Em—
tracted Honey.—lst, A. Wood 2nd A I
Barnes, - -

Sie 1-b. Jars ‘of Gramdated Honey— -
1st, A. Wood; 2nd, A. E. Barnes. -7 -

Two Shallow mees of Honey (within
three mdes of Town Hau) —lst, H. "
Tobutt,

Wam, in small eakes. -—-lst W G
Webb; 2nd, A ]3 Bames 31(1 J' F. L
Vhite. . :

Three 1- Zb Jarsof Honey J, any colour —_
1st, H. Fauntain, Penge.. -

Three Sestions of Comb’ Honey ——31d
G. Diamond, Wallington: =

One Sectwn of Comb HoneJ —lsfs A B.
Barnes.

- 1-Ib. Jar of Honey, any colom- -—lst, A.

Wood ; 2nd, G. F. Webb; 8rd, A.

Barnes Gy J F L. White. " . ) g
. Best Hame-made Hive. -—«-lst A Wood S
2nd, Rev. C. H.-Buxton.- : I

Best Emhzbat of Artwles of Food k.
which honey is- the prmcapal mgredwnt —~',.
1st, A:Wood. - oo

. Objects of Interest conﬂected 'wu‘h Bee- el
keepmg “<lst, - F. W, Watts, - Dulwich, - - *
patent queen-cage;.h.c., J. Silvet, Groy- s
don, colleotion” of honey yleldmg ﬁow rsj o)
A, Wood; winter entrance, . B

C’hwllenge Cup for the gréatest ﬂumber
of pomts mA Wood Mltcham Junctmn

OPEN OLA SSES.

nSw: Sectiops of Comb Honej—lst
C. W, Dyer, Newbuly, 2nd E: R 'Nash, .
Smardet, . SRl
Siw "11b, Jars of Ltghf co'!omed E‘m-
tracted Honey.—1st, H. W. -Saunders, . AN
Thetford; 2nd, Dr. g Elliot, -South~ -~
well ; 8rd, "Ad. Harus, Mmeton—m—Marsh ;
vhc [ W. Dyer; h.e., AL Wood
Shallow Prame {)or Eatracting.
Miss B, H. Smiles, attford 2nd H.R
Clifton, Oroydon, ) i
Beeswazx (not less thanllb ) —Ist. G W
Bullamore, Albiry, Herts;-2nd, H'W K
Saunders; 3rd, C. W. Dyel, ¥ v.h.o ;“Diss
C. H. Smlles, Jand LW.GER, b,
Gl oydon WAK‘ERELI.- H ;




